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February 27, 2020 
 
The Honorable Karl Rhoads, Chair 
Senate Committee on Judiciary 
State Capitol, Room 225 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
 
RE: S.B. 2032, Relating to Rental Discrimination 
 
HEARING: Thursday, February 27, 2020, at 10:15 a.m. 
 
 
Aloha Chair Rhoads, Vice Chair Keohokalole, and Members of the Committee, 
 
I am Ken Hiraki, Director of Government Affairs, testifying on behalf of the Hawai‘i 
Association of REALTORS® (“HAR”), the voice of real estate in Hawai‘i, and its over 
10,000 members. HAR opposes S.B. 2032 which prohibits discrimination, including in 
advertisements for available rental units, based on participation in a housing assistance 
program, or requirements related to participation in housing assistance programs, in real 
estate transactions and requirements. 
 
HAR believes that government subsidized housing assistance programs, such as Section 8, 
are an important part of our community’s social safety net. However, the section 8 process 
has additional paperwork, inspections and processes.  As a result, property owners will 
typically have to forego their first month’s rent in addition to having to wait 3 months or 
longer for a subsequent rental check.  While property managers may possess the experience 
and knowledge necessary to navigate safely through this process, it may be too complex, 
expensive and time consuming for the average property owner. 
 
Additionally, the issue of whether a property owner is engaged in a discriminatory practice, 
simply by not choosing to participate in a housing assistance program, becomes subjective 
and ambiguous.  As a result, even the most diligent property owner could find himself or 
herself the subject of a discrimination complaint.  
 
HAR believes that it is not a good practice to make government assistance housing programs, 
which are optional to participate in, to be considered a discriminatory practice.  Instead, we 
should focus on solutions that encourage property owners to participate in these valuable 
programs. 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 





http://www.hhhrc.org/
https://d155kunxf1aozz.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/SocialDeterminantsofHealth_2014.pdf
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Comments:  

I support SB2032.  Please pass.  Thank you. 

Mike Golojuch, Sr. 
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Comments:  

Homelessness is one of the biggest issues affecting families and individuals in our 
state.  In recent years, more attention has been given to homelessness and the 
negative affects that it has on not only the individuals experiencing it but our state as a 
whole.  To combat this issue, many counties have stepped up services for homeless 
individuals, including more engagement with services and service providers.  This is 
positive, and indeed can lead to permanent housing solutions for many homeless 
families and individuals.  Many can be housed with programs that provided subsidized 
housing in the form of vouchers.  Unfortunately, it appears that many landlords are 
unwilling to accept these vouchers, perhaps out of concern that the individuals using 
them will not be "good" tenants as compared to others who do not have subsidized 
housing. 

The fact that landlords are currently allowed to discriminate against those using 
vouchers is deplorable.  Socioeconomic status (SES) should not be a basis for 
discrimination for housing, along with race, national origin, sexual orientation, and so 
forth.  Such discrimination only furthers the plight of being "poor" or 
disadvantaged.  Permanent housing as a first step allows individuals to focus on 
improving all other aspects of their life and be fully integrated into their community and 
experience social justice. Please pass this legislation and stop the marginalization of 
those experiencing SES challenges. 
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Comments:  
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